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Notice the B/W picture 2nd down on the left is a cornfield where the 

Tech Plaza is now.  Remember Warren was Wilderness for thousands of years  

then all farms for 100 years before it became a city.   

Warren was completely self sufficient in food and water.
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Need help for a year on these
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Tom Turmel 

past owner,

Sandy, Ray 

Stilwell present 

owners

William Qualmann
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Longest Lasting Businesses
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Early businesses included land sales, food, goods, drinks, tools and transportation.  Blacksmiths, 

Tinsmiths, Wood smiths (Coopers) and carpenters made needed  items. Several brick companies 

made bricks.  Brewers made beer.  Tanners tanned hides which were used for many things.

Before restaurants there were many Inns,  Taverns, Speakeasys, and dives.  In the old days they 

were often vulgar places with dirt floors that customers spit their chewing tobacco out on.  Fights 

were common.  But some others ran clean establishments had female bartenders of strong character 

who did not put up with too much bull.  Some even served good food.  Louie's started we are told as 

an ice cream parlor.  During prohibition many became blind pigs.  Often the local sheriff deputy was 

a well-known customer.  Many folks liked to have a drink and just because some anti drinkers had 

got a law passed against it wasn't going to stop them.  The Detroit area was known as the rum 

capital.  The Eighteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution, established Prohibition in the 

United States in 1919. It was repealed by the Twenty-first Amendment in 1933. During this time the 

Detroit area was a hotbed of illegal activity. There were many speakeasys in Warren. Clem's Pour 

House was one of many that were open 24-7. You could not get in unless you were known by 

someone inside. ñAs many as 25,000 illicit saloons, or ñblind pigs,ò operated in Detroit area and did 

a $215 million business.  Liquor trafficking was Michigan's second leading industry. (Lawrence E. 

Ziewacz228)  Warren and Center Line often had more bars than churches.

Automobile repair shops did a good business also

There were riding stables such as the Ryan Riding stable but for a time for an additional fee one 

could be ridden.  Rosie's red light was down on Ryan, and a bar across from St Clement Church who 

had one bartender who baby-sittedhis young baby while the house next to it had seven young 

ñhousekeepers.ò  There were speakeasys or blind pigs and other recreational businesses during 

prohibition and at other times which the history of has been ñforgotten.ò

Sure a lot of stuff went on in the old days as does now that will not be recorded in histories.  

The velvet touch down on Van Dyke supposedly gave great massages.

I was a social worker for the American Red Cross and used to look down from an upstairs window 

at John R and Erskin.  I admired the little church across the street because any time of the night or 

day there was a person out there in front of the church passing out church literature.  They carried it 

even further and got in the car for a ride around the block I assumed for a sermon.  Funny though 

they always rode in the back seat.  Turned out that it was a 24/7 drug dealers. And there was that 

nice motel almost next door on Woodward.  I recommended it for several families to stay there 

when they had a sick child at the medical center close by.  Once a client complained to me that the 

motel only charged by the hour and was too expensive.  Opps.

Of course the majority of businesses are outstanding honest concerns.

As you look thru this archive you will see hundreds of business fotos.  There is an alphabetical 

listing using the index and a listing by street is in the business section.  
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Old places Murthumhouse & barn Quonsets, cabins, blacksmith shop, ice cream store, Singing Samôs
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Village Book Exchange has Thousands of Bargain books.
Cheryl has been in business located at this very historic 
spot for 35 years. This was the old Rump farm which was 
built on the old cranberry marsh off of the planked State 
Road part of the first Road in Michigan the one built by 
the Moravian Indians about 1786.  There is a huge 
selection of Science Fiction and Novels, plus New Arrivals, 
Hard Backs, Audio Books, and much more.
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Bunert One Room School Museum
Education was thought of as a privilege and both students and parents wanted it very much to succeed.  Most 

teachers had the full support of parents in the old days. If a boy was bad in school, he might get a little extra 

set of chores to do at school. If he was guilty of serious misbehaving, he might experience the sting of a 

switch on his butt. But if his father found out he would get much worse switchingsplus extra chores and 

work to do. If the boy failed the final exam at the end of the year his father could use that as reason enough 

to consider that he was unfit for school which meant that he became free labor for the family until he was 

eighteen. This meant that he had to do a mans work around the farm without pay. The first town meeting was 

held at the house of Louis Groesbeck, April 3, 1837, Avery Dennison, Sam Gibbs, Lyman E. Rhodes, were 

voted Commissioners of Schools. The first known school was s split log schoolhouse the farmers built at the 

corner of Creek Road/Ryan roads. Was used as church for both Methodist and Baptist groups. This log 

building also had split log benches. Rather uncomfortable By 1875 two churches and a school on Ryan Road 

were in operation. The one called the West School is still standing. It is that red brick building just south of 

Chicago Road on the East side of Ryan. St Clement school in the middle of Warren was up and running and 

the Plunket school at Ten Mile and State Road (Sherwood) were operating. The BunertOne Room School 

pictured below was built in 1875. The school is a wood frame board-and-batten structure. Originally the 

school housed students in grades 1-8. The school had one teacher who taught all grades. Classes were held in 

it until 1944. A larger two room school was built in 1927 and sat next to the BunertSchool. Classes K-4 

were taught in the one room school, 5-6 and 7-8 were taught in the two-room school. The two schools had 3 

teachers and 65 students. In 1944 a new 6 room school was built and named Charwoodafter Betty Chargo

and Irene Woodward. The two older schools were then sold to John OôConnor who made them into 

residences. In 1970 it was sold to the Santa Maria Lodge. In 1987 the lodge people offered it to The local 

historical society who had it moved next to Tower High School. MurthumnHigh School was built in 1926 as 

was Busch School. Students if not needed for farm work could attend either high school. 
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