
History of Fraser Michigan 
The City of Fraser is a a rectangular land area of 4.14 sq. miles located 15 miles N of downtown Detroit, 5 miles W of 
Lake St. Clair in Macomb County Michigan. (at latitude 42.5392 and longitude -82.9494) In the United States of America. 
According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 4.16 square miles (10.77 km2), of which 4.14 
square miles (10.72 km2) is land and 0.02 square miles (0.05 km2) is water.  The city is nearly square, bordered by 15 
Mile Road, Kelly Road, 13 Mile Road, and Hayes Road. 

Prehistory 
The beginning. Well we do not know when the beginning was. In fact there is very much we do not know and it is much 
more than what we know. And what we thought we knew sometimes we find out that is not true. Well nice and simple 
here we thought everything was just made up of the smallest particles called atoms but later we discovered that atoms 
themselves were made up of smaller things. And those smaller things may not even be a particle but rather a form of 
energy or a dimensional vibration of sorts. And we have also discovered that 94% of the universe is made up of dark 
matter but we don’t know what that is. Or it may not be matter at all but some kind of energy or field. What? Yes. So I 
made the point that we assume what we know is true but that isn’t necessarily so. OK back to the beginning. The earliest 
something that happened has been traced to 13.8 billion years ago. It was a huge explosion that has been scientifically 
studied for many years. It appears that our present Universe and our part of the galaxy was created then. There have 
been several generations of stars which formed the elements from which our planet was formed from. Our sun ignited 
about 5 billion years ago (bya) and our Earth coalesced from matter about 4.7 bya. It took another 2 billion years for the 
Earth to acquire oxygen sand settle down with continents and oceans somewhat what we know now. Somewhere about 
a bya life spread around the planet first as cells without nuclei then with nuclei then as bacteria, than as sponges and 
fungi then as corals in oceans. Fish appeared about a half a bya, About 300 million years ago (mya) came reptiles and 
dinosaurs. Dinosaurs suffered an extinction 65 mya because of an asteroid hit. There have been 5 mass extinctions of life 
on our planet. Birds appeared 190 million years ago, then mammals about 160 million years ago. Flowers and bees as we 
know them only appeared 100 mya. Primates appeared only about 10 mya. All this time no humans. Mankind as we 
know him only appeared 300,000 years ago (tya  thousands of years ago) which is about 15,000 human generations. If a 
clock face represented all of history, only the last second would represent all human history. So what happened during 
all of this time? The area that is now Michigan was first molten rock, then barren land, then covered with shallow seas of 
water, then covered with tropical plants, then ice and continued to vary greatly. Also Michigan is on a ride setting on top 
of the North American tectonic plate which floats on the earth’s surface with plasma and liquid rock underneath it. Our 
Laurentian North American Shield became part of many other continents: Around 1.8 bya, we were part of the major 
supercontinent Columbia, Around 1.3 bya was an independent continent. 1.3 bya part of Protorodinia 1. bya part of 
Rodinia, 750 mya Protolaurasia 600 mya part of Pannotia, around Cambrian 541 mya it was an independent continent, 
Around Devonian 419 mya it collided against Baltica, forming supercontinent Euramerica. Around Permian 298 mya all 
major continents collide against each other for forming the major supercontinent Pangaea. Around Jurassic 201mya 
Pangaea rifted into two minor supercontinents: Laurasia and Gondwana. Around Cretaceous 145 mya Laurentia was an 
independent continent called North America. Also during the above millions of years the location on the surface varied 
greatly and went from being on the equator to being where Antarctica is now and the temperatures, oxygen levels and 
CO2 levels varied greatly. Michigan went from Temperate to excessively hot and from tropical forest to barren land and 
from many times being sea covered to becoming covered with glaciers. The Earth has also been an ice ball. There 
actually may have been more than 5 major extinctions of virtually all life on the planet. Wow what a ride! And it hasn’t 
stopped and will repeat. Man may trigger his own extinction with a nuclear exchange. It is on a hair trigger. Even the 
very rich with their big secret underground bomb shelters will not escape the bacteria who are becoming resistant to all 
of our antibiotics. Think about that. We know that the Earth will be toasted to a cinder as our sun eventually dies as all 
stars do. All of human history doesn’t even amount to 1 second on the face of all history preceding him. So there is the 
13 billion year history that precedes mankind. We are at a mid point in time, (Today) and a mid point in size (compare us 
to galaxies and atoms), and science has now discovered that there are at least 10 dimensions of which we only exist in 
the first 4. The others are by our current science out of our grasp 

The history under foot 
The bed rocks under us were a result of millions of years of marine animals dying and leaving their remains to be 
fossilized over time. 364 million years ago a shallow sea covered most of the SE Michigan area. In it grew corals which 
were also fossilized and became Michigan’s state stone the Petosky pebble. When the seas dried out, it left a 32 foot 
layer of rock salt, which is 1200 feet below Warren. I took the family on a salt mine visit there with 4 miles of roads 
which we rode on by train. We saw a transparent house of salt and a big room with sparkling walls of salt 32 feet high.. 



It’s 68 degrees there year around. Below the layer of salt lies hundreds of feet of what we now call bed rock below 
Warren. Above the salt is more dolomite and limestone and many other minerals. There are many layers missing as they 
were eroded away. About 110 feet down is gravel and sand and above that is in many places 100 feet of glacial drift or 
till (clay, silt, sand, gravel, cobble and boulders) which are the remains of the Klarney Mountains of the upper peninsula. 
This was deposited over five recent periods of glaciation in which ice sometimes 6,000 feet thick covered our area and 
extended as far as Kentucky.  

Ice age 
The last ice cleared SE Michigan about 35,000 years ago. One could correctly say that Fraser sets on top of mountains 
even though it is only about 610 feet above the sea level of 1900. It should be noted that there are natural underground 
water, gas and oil storage areas and underground rivers. During construction sometimes equipment disappeared into 
the quicksand in these areas. (Julius from ARC) Fraser water often has burnable gas.  
 
 From 35,000-10,000 years ago SE Michigan was barren tundra.  

First settlers 
About 11,000 years ago Paleo-Indian peoples had walked here and were living on shores of lakes and capturing the 
caribou of the region. They were the ancestors of the Early Archaic Indians. As the climate gradually warmed Boreal 
grass then forests appeared Most of the trees were conifers which have cones like pines, spruce and larch. But Aspen, 
and birch then cottonwood appeared as the climate warmed. There were other plants grasses mosses and sedge. Then 
with more gradual warming came the deciduous forests we see here now. Sometimes called Great Lakes Forest.  

Animal Kingdom 
The miniature horses, camels, giant sloth, saber tooth tiger and dinosaurs had died off millions of years before. But new 
animals increased in numbers until they abounded. There were big herds of deer, buffalo, pigs, turkeys, bear, wolves. 
foxes, cougars, bob cats, lots of fish and hundreds of other species of animals. There were so many birds that the sky 
would become dark with their flocks. Pigeons were so numerous that they could be hunted with a stick. Many species of 
colorful song birds charmed the wilderness with their calls. Swans and geese foraged in the shallows of lakes and 
streams. (A M Cadillac in 1701) There were so many buffalo they did not know what to do with them so they used them 
for food and made blankets and things out of the hides. But that animal was hunted to extinction as were some others. 
The Woodland Indians hunted most animals and fished the lakes and streams which were so pure one could see the 
bottom of Lake St Clair and the Detroit River. Most animals provided food, clothing, containers and tools. A few were to 
be feared such as the wolf, bear, cougar who avoided humans but they would get your chickens.  

Worst animal of all 
The worst animal of all was here in the billions and killed more people than wars ever did. The mosquito can still spread 
life threatening diseases and in the past, ague which is like malaria. This disease could disable a strong man in just a few 
days. Many a pioneer suffered greatly because they and little protection from then.  Today we have screened in areas 
and Mosquito repellent.  Rats, mice and insects also spread disease and still do. There was a huge cholera epidemic in 
Detroit in 1824 just when settlers were beginning to come in. Before 1920 there were no good medicines or pain killers 
or doctors with real good medical knowledge. 

Indians then Europeans 
Indians ruled the area for 11,000 years.  The French started coming thru the area about 1669. (Adrien Jolliet with an 
Iroquois guide went thru the area on way to Montreal.)   The French were mainly interested in making profit in the fur 
trade and securing the area for France.  Cadillac established a fort in 1701 in Detroit.  They traded for furs often giving 
the Indians knives, guns, tomahawks in addition to pots and blankets. They armed the Indians to fight against the British 
and American settlers.  Even after only a few years the Indians became dependent on the Europeans for supplies.  These 
items created massive changes in the Indian lifestyle as they were adopting European ways.  The Indians were also 
beginning to be decimated by European diseases for which they had no resistance. 
In 1763 the British took over and were much stricter and less friendly in trading than the French.   They armed the 
Indians and led raiding parties against Americans.  Thousands of American settlers died.  Fraser was a battleground. 
The Indians would parade American prisoners through the dirt streets of Detroit and all of the Indians even the squaws 
and children would beat on the prisoners. Inexcusable cruelty. “On arrival of the prisoners at Detroit, the inhabitants 
used great exertions to procure accommodations for the wounded, and to ransom the prisoners from the Indians. 
Thirty-four or more were ransomed here, seven by Colonel Elliott of Malden, and one by Colonel Francis Baby. Day after 
day for a month the prisoners were brought in and with the characteristic sympathy of their sex, the women left 
ordinary duties undone that they might watch at their doors to bargain for the ransom and relief of the sick and 



wounded. “The unfortunate prisoners were literally hawked about the streets for sale, the price ranging from ten dollars 
to eighty dollars. The only question with the Indians seemed to be, whether they could get more goods for a live captive 
than for a fresh scalp. In their efforts to satisfy the savages and release the noble Kentuckians who had volunteered for 
the rescue of Detroit, many citizens absolutely impoverished themselves. Household valuables, clothing, shawls, and 
blankets from the beds, were given in exchange for the captives.” (Farmer 280)  

Indian’s perspective 
From the Indian’s perspective their ancestors lived here for 11,000 years. Their belief was that no man owned any land. 
That Michigan was the property of all inhabitants to live in. And if ownership was to become the rule this was Indian 
land for 11,000 years and no drunk chief spoke for all Indians or owned anything he could sign over in a foreign language 
that the Indians did not read and understand. Also the white man broke every treaty whenever he wanted. The Indians 
were cheated, lied to, then driven off of their lands (even lands given them by treaty) or murdered. The same was true 
even for peaceful Indians who chose to become farmers. By the 1815 the few Indians still in Fraser had to live by 
American law and American culture as most no longer knew enough of their Indian culture to hunt and fish and survive 
by Indian methods. Looking at the big picture. Fraser was part of the Province of Quebec during the US Revolutionary 
War. Antoine de La Mothe Cadillac had a fort there since 1701 as part of New France under the governor-general at 
Quebec. The French lost the war with the British leading to Robert Rogers occupying Detroit in 1760. The Americans 
finally beat the British in the American Revolutionary War 1775-1783. The Treaty of Paris in 1783 recognized US 
sovereignty all the way to the Mississippi River and north to Canada. But as mentioned earlier: the British still controlled 
the Detroit area captured over 1000 of our ships and kidnapped over 10,000 of our sailors forcing them to be their 
slaves. The British marched on Washington DC. They burned the Capitol and they still attacked American Forts.   But the 
Americans fought back.  The battle of fallen Timbers in 1794 cut down much Indian resistance. American armies and 
troops were securing the peace. 

Michigan territory 
The Michigan territory had been declared on paper by act of the US Congress in Jan of 1805. The First governor was 
William Hull who surrendered Detroit back to the British in August 16, 1812. The Battle of Put-in-Bay, was fought on 10 
September 1813, in Lake Erie off the coast of Ohio during the War of 1812. Nine vessels of the United States Navy under 
command of Oliver Hazard Perry defeated and captured six vessels of Great Britain's Royal Navy. Detroit was under 
British General Henry Proctor’s control. Victory on Lake Erie cut British General Proctor’s supply lines. He had to retreat 
from Detroit but he first burned the public buildings. American General William Harrison with 3,500 men defeated 
Proctor whose starving army of 850 British Troops and 800 Indians during the Battle of the Thames October 5, 1813. 
Indian chiefs Roundhead and Tecumseh and were also killed demoralizing the Indians ending Indian uprisings. On Oct 9 
General Duncan McArthur arrived in Detroit with 700 mounted riflemen to protect the Detroit Area. Only scattered 
resistance remained. On October 29 1813 President James Madison appointed Lewis Cass governor of the Michigan 
territory a position he was to have for 18 years. (Willis F Dunbar 218) Governor Cass had to feed an average of 400 
begging Indians a day for several years. They would just walk into your house and demand things posing a threat to the 
citizens, but he did not have the forces to expel them. (Farmer 323) General Andrew Jackson beat the British in the 
Battle of New Orleans in 1814. The British and most Indians finally withdrew from Michigan. Of course on the wilderness 
frontier it took awhile for the supporters of the British and the Indians to remove themselves or settle down and realize 
that the United States was now in charge. 

At last after 11,000 years Rule by Law has replaced Rule by Brute Force. 
The American's Creed "I believe in the United States of America, as a government of the people, by the people, for the 
people; whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a democracy in a republic; a sovereign Nation 
of many sovereign States; a perfect union, one and inseparable; established upon those principles of freedom, equality, 
justice, and humanity for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. I therefore believe it is my duty to 
my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect its flag, and to defend it against all 
enemies." — William Tyler Page  
     We Americans formed a government of the people, for the people in 1787 under our Constitution. A three branch 
Government which counter check each other to stop any one group from gaining too much power. The Preamble our 
founding fathers wrote tells the purpose. “We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.” The Bill of Rights which are the first ten amendments to the Constitution were approved in 1791 to 
give us specific freedoms. First Amendment guarantees the freedom of religion, of speech, of the press, of assembly, 



and of petition to the government for redress of grievances. Second Amendment gives the right to bear arms openly, 
Third Amendment freedom from quartering soldiers in a house without owner's consent Fourth Amendment protects 
people against unreasonable search and seizure. No searches without warrant or probable cause. This is also about 
privacy that people supposed to be entitled to have their homes and personal effects private and free from searches. 
Fifth Amendment no person shall be held for "a capital or otherwise infamous crime" without indictment, be twice put 
in "jeopardy of life or limb" for the same offense, be compelled to testify against himself, or "be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property without due process of law." It also prohibits government from taking private property without "just 
compensation," Sixth Amendment guarantees the right of speedy and public trial by an impartial jury in all criminal 
proceedings and the right to have legal counsel for the accused and guarantees that the accused may require witnesses 
to attend the trial and testify in the presence of the accused. It also guarantees the accused a right to know the charges 
against him. Seventh Amendment guarantees right of trial by jury in almost all civil cases. Eighth Amendment. Excessive 
bail, fines "cruel and unusual" punishment prohibited. 

The late 1700s and early 1800s were a terrible time to live. 
Humans were killing each other.  French, British, Indians all killing each other and the poor American settlers who just 

wanted to build a farm and live peacefully were attacked by all of the above. Of course this has been the sorrowful story 
of peaceful people around the world for thousands of years. 

But wait it gets still worse. The settlers also had to fight diseases with no medicine and so called doctors who did not 
have adequate medical knowledge. There were many serious diseases such as cholera, malaria, ague, scarlet fever, 
diphtheria, measles, mumps and smallpox,. TB took a heavy toll. Infant mortality was high. Pneumonia and Rheumatism 
was common. (Willis F Dunbar 260) There were no dentists and teeth just decayed and rotted in the mouth causing 
severe pain. If you have ever had a painful tooth you know how bad that is. Imagine having to live with it for years. 
Sometimes the folk cures for diseases and conditions were worse than the disease. In 1834 Seven percent of the 
population died in a month from cholera and other causes.(Silas Farmer p49) With epidemics often family members 
were laid side by side in common graves as several family members died within a short time. Many people died of 
conditions we have cures for now. Many children died young of diseases we have vaccines for now like measles, mumps, 
chicken pox, scarlet fever, small pox, inflammation, summer complaint (diarrhea caused by spoiled milk) and others. In 
1918-1919 There was a terrible influenza epidemic that killed thousands of persons in Michigan and an estimated 25 
million people world wide. And there were no good medicines for relief or to cure them.  
There were so many orphans that an orphan asylum was active in Detroit.  

Michigan was admitted into the United States in 1837 
With The US Constitution and rule of law peace came and has been here ever since. 

Macomb County was formed in 1818 and now had a sheriff with many justices of the peace so law and order had 
arrived. Governor Cass started placing ads in eastern newspapers advertising Michigan’s rich soils. 
 
The area of Fraser that had been ruled by brute force for 11,000 years was a forested wilderness.  As settlers moved in 
the trees were cut and girded and rough farms created.  Crops were planted between the stumps. 
 
 After the word got to farmers out east looking for new rich soil, they came by the boat loads.  Most other places were 
more attractive than Fraser such as Utica and Mt Clemens. The trails got improved by trees and stumps were cut out but 
ended up being seas of mud in wet weather.  These mud paths even though they were called roads were so bad that 
travel became almost impossible after rains or in at times of icing in winter.   
Some parts of Erin Township were lower and poorly drained and although having very good soil they were passed over 
by settlers.  When these lands were later drained they produced good farmland.  

Land Patents 
The first official land in the Fraser area was bought from the US Government in 1831 by James Chase and the last was 
made by Dennis Kelleher in April 1836 (Myers, 2010) At that time the land was $1.25 per acre. Mainly the buyers were 
English, Irish and Scotch men living our East.  
I was able to find the land patents and here are the first land buyers.  Note these were sometimes just land speculators 
who sold the land to settlers for a profit.  Someday the county clerk will have these records online and you will able to 
see in a few minutes what took me many hours of searching in books and in paper records. 
MI0640s.121 BROWN, WILLIAMs5/1/1837s16607sMI s001N - 013EsS½NW¼s6sMacomb of Oakland county Michigan  
 MI0690s.264 CALLAGHER, DENNISs8/2/1837s19289sMI s001N - 013EsNW¼NW¼s6sMacomb 
 MI0620s.452 HUGHES, PATRICKs4/15/1837s15924sMI s001N 013EsE½SE¼s6sMacomb of Monroe Co New York 



 s s001N - 013EsNW¼SE¼s6sMacomb 
 MI0310s.327 MULLIN, PATRICKs4/10/1837s15324sMI s001N 013EsSW¼SW¼s6sMacomb of Wayne County, 
 MI0660s.043 PALMER, MASONs5/1/1837s17548sMI s001N - 013EsE½SW¼s6sMacomb 
 s s001N - 013EsNW¼SW¼s6sMacomb 
 s s001N - 013EsSW¼SE¼s6sMacomb 
 MI0300s.328 PHILLIPS, ADNAs4/10/1837s14818sMI s001N - 013EsW½NE¼s6sMacomb 
 MI0620s.475 PHILLIPS, HARFORDs4/15/1837s15947sMI s001N - 013EsNE¼NW¼s6sMacomb 
 
 MI0300s.329 PHILLIPS, STEPHENs4/10/1837s14819sMI s001N 013EsE½NE¼s6sMacomb from New York 
 MI0300s.378 CHARLES, LAURENTs4/10/1837s14870sMI s001N 013EsSE¼s5sMacomb from New York 
 MI0310s.051 HALLETT, WILLIAM Ps4/10/1837s15044sMI s001N 013EsNW¼s5sMacomb from New York 
 MI0270s283 SCHERMERHORN, JOHNs4/1/1837s13257sMI s001N 013EsSW¼s5sMacomb from New York 
 MI0270s.275 WYCKOFF, HENRY Ss4/1/1837s13249sMI s001N 013EsNW¼s5sMacomb from New York 
 
MI0640s.129 BARCKLEY, JONATHANs5/1/1837s16615sMI s002N - 013EsNW¼SW¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0290s.225 BROWN, JOHN Es4/10/1837s14211sMI s002N - 013EsNE¼NW¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0240s.165 CHASE, JAMES Cs10/15/1835s11636sMI s002N - 013EsSW¼SW¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0290s.224 HAMBLIN, LEANDERs4/10/1837s14210sMI s002N - 013EsSE¼NW¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0230s.098 LEE, GEORGEs10/8/1835s11068sMI s002N - 013EsW½NE¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0290s.259 MCLAUGHLIN, HENRYs4/10/1837s14245sMI s002N - 013EsSE¼NE¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0230s.315 SPENCER, HOMER Vs10/8/1835s11285sMI s002N - 013EsNE¼NE¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0300s.270 SWEENEY, BARNARDs4/10/1837s14759sMI s002N - 013EsW½SE¼s31sMacomb 
 s s002N - 013EsW½NW¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0290s.467 VALENTINE, WILLIAMs4/10/1837s14454sMI s002N - 013EsE½SE¼s31sMacomb 
 MI0230s.393 WARNER, LEWIS 
 
sMI0280s.037 CHITTENDEN, WILLIAM Fs4/1/1837s13945sMI s002N - 013EsSW¼s32sMacomb 
 MI0290s.258 DORAN, MICHAELs4/10/1837s14244sMI s002N - 013EsNE¼NE¼s32sMacomb 
 MI0290s.367 KNOTTS, JAMES F, 
KNOTTS, NATHANIEL Cs4/10/1837s14354sMI s002N - 013EsSE¼s32sMacomb 
 s s002N - 013EsSE¼NE¼s32sMacomb 
 MI0290s.097 MCGOWAN, JOHNs4/10/1837s14081sMI s002N - 013EsW½NE¼s32sMacomb 
 MI0290s.155 MCVEAN, DANIELs4/10/1837s14139sMI s002N - 013EsW½NW¼s32sMacomb 
 MI0250s.068 WALDERON, EVERT Js10/15/1835s12037sMI s002N - 013EsE½NW¼s32sMacomb 
 
The bottom half of Fraser is in what was Orange Township. In 1843 a large number of Irish settlers arrived and decided 
to change the township name to Erin after their native isle.  At the time of Orange organization, it had included sections 
12, 13, 24, 25 and 26 of Town 1 N R 12 E which was Warren Township. The main crops were in 1874 winter wheat, rye, 
corn, oats, barley, and potatoes. 
The top half of Fraser is in Clinton Township.  The 1859 atlas notes the trees there were: White and Black Oak, Black 
Walnut, Beech, Maple, Hickory, and Sycamore.  The Clinton River was originally called the Huron River. The atlas states 
that there are three sawmills and one grist mill in Clinton Township. 
 
Later in the 1850s Many German settlers arrived. The first German settlers were George Fleischut, John Oehmke, Justus 
Wormsbacher, Christopher and Sophia Arnes, Henry and Theodore Rattman and Fred Eberlein. (Myers, 2010)  Fred 
established a blacksmith shop which is claimed to be the first business in Fraser. Fred then built a barrel stave mill in 
1865.  Barrels were the way things were shipped and stored.  They could be made airtight and were easy to transport 
because they could be rolled up and down ramps. The men who made them were called coopers. This mill was later 
owned by Charles Knorr and Charles Steffens.  The Macomb County history written in 1882 states that this mill was one 
of the finest working mills in Southern Michigan.  
Farmers bought, sold and traded land below are the names of owners of farms in the Fraser Area. Also farms tend to 
start large and get divided.  Some are given or sold to children of the original farm couple.  A few of these may be land 



speculators who rented the farm to others. S stands for section and the year is either the year of settlement or the year 
of the map the record is on.  
Farms on 1859 map S of 14 E of Hayes were:  See maps for locations 
Farms to N of 14 Mile in Clinton Township see maps for locations 
The sections are 31 NW, 32 NE, 6 SW, 5 SE Below are names plus a few extra noted. 
Aherns F J 1857 
Baumgartner J C 1849 S 5 
Baumgartner John Christian 1856 bought 80 acres at Masonic and Kelly Roads. 
Baumgartner J H 1849 S 5 
Beaty, Geo H S 32 from Vermont in 1857 farmer 
Bliss A farmer S 7 1857 
Bruder A S 8 1883 
Canfield, A L  S 32 from Michigan settled in 1844 lawyer 
Canfield J A private claim 139 
Canfield Wm 1859 private claim 141 
Chapoton, O S 32 from Michigan in 1830 is County Treasurer 
Chatelot, Felix S 32 from France settled in 1872 carpenter 
Connor, H  S 32 from Michigan settled 1818 Proprietor Sherman 
Cook, Thomas S 32 from England settled 1865 laborer 
Crittenden, C D  S 32 from New York settled in 1832 Superintendent of  
Crocker, T M S 32 from Vermont settled in 1844 attorney 
Czizek, Mathias S 32 from Germany settled in 1874 painter 
Detzer H C harness maker 1886 
Dryer C farmer S 32 1880 
Dueweke W farmer S 6 1866 
Erlien G F S 31 1855 retired 
Erlien F S S 31 1863 farmer 
Faulmann A farmer S 29 1869 
Fleischhut William settled in section 6 in 1858 from Michigan farmer 
Frohep Aug farmer S 31 1867 
Gataw, John sec 6 in 1862 from Frazer ran store and factory 
Gorlach J C and H L Reeves are listed as having a hotel in section 31 (SE) 1859 
Klein Wm A farmer and stock S 31 1870 
Klein Chas merchant and farmer 1863 
Leitz Aug farmer S 31 1878 
Papstern W S 32 1869 
Platz John retired 1859 
Priehs, Chas E 1863 cigar manufacturer 
Pruehs Fred farmer S 32 1855 
Pruehs Fred Jr farmer 1861 
Ready, Timothy sec 6 settled in 1849 from Ireland farmer 
Reifert G F merchant 1852 
Reidel Fred farmer 1860 
Richings C mason 31 1859 
Schneider Leonard farmer and stock S 6 1863 
Sufferlein, George sec 6 settled in 1852 from Germany farmer  
Seifferlein Geo Jr farmer and stock S 6 1866 
Steffens, Charles 1874 
Vermander Joseph farmer and stock S 32 1860 
Vermander Peter farmer S 33 1879 
Wormschacker Henry farmer S 6 1853 
Wormschacker John 1846 
Also see village map. 



I have limited the presentation of names to early settlers and notable persons. Because the list would otherwise be too 
long.  The four square mile village area population after the initial 29 land buyers resold their land to settlers who moved 
in and started clearing the land from 1837 rose from 0 to 100 for the land clearers then averaged around 250 until 
urbanization came in after 1920. 
Census  Population. 
1900s252 
1910s220 
1920s247 
1930s600 
1940s747 
1950s1,379 
1960s7,027 
1970s11,868s 
1980s14,560s 
1990s13,899s 
2000s15,297s 
2010s14,480s 
  Here is the way things went.  The USA Government took over from the British and secured the peace and through 
trickery or whatever “secured title” then had the land surveyed then sold it for cash.  Above was the list of first land 
buyers.  They then either settled or resold the land often in smaller pieces for profit.  Eventually a real settler got title to 
the land and went there.  First they build a lean to to protect himself from wolves and big cats.  Then he began cutting 
down trees to build a log cabin and to clear land to plant crops.  All the time a fire was kept burning and had to be fed 
day and night. Next was to start dig a hole to get water.  All cooking was done outside as there were no hearths or 
chimneys yet.  The more family members in the group the more was accomplished.  There were no stores or food 
places.  Someone had to hunt to obtain meat for dinner but the animal had to be cleaned out, skinned, cut up and then 
cooked over an open fire.  All this had to be done outside regardless of the weather.  Even after the log cabin was built it 
often was small and had no chimney yet.  It takes a lot of time to find the materials for a chimney and to construct one.  
And the cabin had no windows.  These were added later but with no glass only shutters.  At night they usually had no 
lamps at first and so the best thing to do was sleep.   
     Crops were planted, then fences constructed and sheds for livestock until a barn could be built which was usually a 
community project.  For the first few years there were just rough stump farms with crops planted between the stumps.  
Gradually roads were made, fence rows laid out, orchards planted barns constructed and slowly the rough stump farms 
became improved farms.   
     Sawmills sprung up all over because buildings were more quickly and more easily constructed with boards than with 
logs. 
     Relatives were brought in and wives joined the father who often went alone to start the farm. Of course families 
increased in size.  Farms sprung up all over.  Roads were improved.  Soon there were enough farmers to support stores, 
blacksmiths, tinsmiths, coopers, brewers, tanners, harness makers taverns and a hotel.  Stages began daily trips going to 
and from Detroit, Mt Clemens,  and Utica.  Soon a farmers market began in Detroit so farmers with excess produce could 
sell it.  Often crops, eggs, meat, livestock were traded for other things including labor, clothing, sugar and many other 
things as money was very scarce. 
 

Alexander Frazer 
According to the Fraser Historical Society “The history of Fraser began in 1838 when founder Alexander D Fraser 
founded the village…” (Champion, 2013)  I talked with more than one local historian and although the Arcadia book on 
Fraser is the best picture book around on our Fraser, there are many serious errors in it.  I am not here to find fault but 
the first two errors are in the first sentence in the book. First history did not start in 1838 and Alexander Fraser did not 
exist.  First I found no land purchases by Fraser or Frazer in 1838.  Also it has been a widely spoken tradition that Mr 
Frazer bought land in speculation of profit based on the new railroad at the crossing of Utica road which wasn’t built 
until around 1851.  The right of way for the rail road was not bought until 1858.  So I am going with historian Eldredge 
who stated the village of Frazer was “founded in 1857 by Alex Frazer”, (Eldredge, 1905) It was on the NW corner of the 
town on the Grand Trunk railway where the railway is intersected by the Utica Plank Road.  



Another source states: A Detroit lawyer Alexander J Frazer came into the area around 1858 (Myers, 2010) and bought 
land near the Grand Trunk right of way.  He plotted a subdivision.  Local historians say he may have built some houses 
and a hotel.  The subdivision did not develop and eventually the lands reverted back to the Auditor General because he 
was three years behind I taxes. Between 1860 and 1870 various pieces of his property were sold.  He lived in Detroit. He 
drowned in 1871 in Detroit.  He is buried in Elmwood Cemetery in Detroit. The village area was later named after him. 
(Myers, 2010)  

Utica Plank Road 
The Detroit Erin Blank Road Company began to build Utica Plank Road in 1851 from Gratiot to Utica. (Myers, 2010)  In 
1858 the Chicago-Detroit and Canada Grand Trunk Junction Railroad Company purchased a right of way thru Fraser.  
These two items formed a crossroads community that became Fraser… . 
 
Fred Eberlein from Bavaria Germany settled there in 1856. He started a stave mill later owned by Steffens.  It is the 
largest employer in the village. The village was incorporated March 5, 1895. (Eldredge, 1905) It had a population of 
about 300. In 1895 it had a post office, public school, three churches, a cigar factory a rail road and several stores. 

First postmaster 
    Leonard Scott was appointed the first postmaster of Frazer in 1860. Later that year David McPherson was appointed 
as postmaster and the towns name was changed to McPhersonville (Myers, 2010) but in 1863 the name was changed 
back to Frazer.  

St John’s Lutheran Church. 
Reverend John Winkler received land for a church in 1852. (Myers, 2010)  They built a church, a school a parsonage and 
started a cemetery at the present site of St John’s Lutheran Church.  Utica and 15 Mile had a Lutheran Buffalo Church.  
In 1864 some members of that church established the present St John’s Church.  The present brick church was built in 
1884. (Myers, 2010)  
 
Augustas Fruehauf son the of Charles and Sophie was born in 1868 to near what is now called a Fruehauf Ave.  But as a 
young man he dipped Christmas trees in barrels of different color paint to earn money.  In 1940 Augustas built a two 
wheeled trailer in his garage two haul camping gear.  That trailer began the basis for what is now the huge worldwide 
Fruehauf Trailer Company.  
 
The Village of Fraser was incorporated by an act of the state legislature in 1894. Village officers were Charles Steffens, 
president, George Steffens clerk, Henry Dostzer treasurer, Leonard Schneider assessor, Charles Klein, Fred Duchlow, 
Fred Toella, and Fred Eberlein councilmen. (Myers, 2010) The population at that time of the village was 230.   
The 1895 Macomb County Atlas shows Frazer had several stores, a post office, town hall, a blacksmith shop, a hotel, a 
stave mill, a cigar manufacturing company, a church school and the railroad depot.  
 
In 1905 a fire which started at 14 mile and Utica Road destroyed several stores and buildings in the area. (Myers, 2010) 
The State bank of Fraser was established in 1910. Charles Berg, George Steffens, and Henry Bohn were early presidents 
of the bank.  The present brick building was built in 1930. 
 
In March 1928 the local residents voted to change the name of the village to “Fraser.”  According to librarian Barbara L 
Myers  (Myers, 2010) 
Some of the new residents of Fraser in the 1920s were of Belgian descent, moving out of Detroit to find more land for 
truck gardening.  The Van Marcke’s and Van Thomme’s were among them. 

Water and utilities 
The fist settlers who had to go to local creeks or the 5 miles to lake St Clair to get water.  Soon every farm had hand dug 
a well.  Sometimes water table was found only a few feet down but sometimes the wells went quite deep.  Wells were 
dangerous as people, children and live stock can and did fall into them.  That is why they were soon lined, fenced and 
covered.   Imagine what would you do if a child ren in to your cabin shouting “Ma the cow fell into the well.”  You have 
no rope, no tractor, no tow truck.  
     Also there was sometimes natural gas which was odorless mixed with or near the water layer. Going out to the well at 
night with a kerosene lantern could cause a big explosion.  And there were no fire departments to help. Most farms had 
one or more wells, one for live stock and often had a pump powered by a wind mill. With the huge increase in 
population in the mid 1930s and continuing the local farm wells could not keep up so the village began and later the city 



dug deeper wells and provided water to residents. I have not found anyone yet who knows the details of this. The Fraser 
water tower was located on 14 mile between Hayes and Utica Roads, was erected in 1948 and last used in 1964 when 
Detroit pressured water came in.  The purpose of the tower was twofold to create a reservoir and to create water 
pressure so the water could be popped to all residents. Detroit did this with pumps.  Electricity came in in the early 
1900s as did piped in natural gas.  Sewers, drains and road paving was done over many years nearly all of which was 
after Fraser became a city.  There was a time in the early days that if the road near you was bad you were required  to fix 
it yourself or have your sons or hired help do that. 
      Bathrooms were non existent in the early farming years.  The outhouse was the common place until piped water 
came in.  Baths were done in a big round wash tub one person at a time usually starting with the father and several 
other family members used the same water because it had to be hauled in, then hauled out a bucket at a time.  By the 
time the baby got a bath the water was usually so fowl that  as the expression goes you had to be careful not to throw 
the baby out with the dirty bath water. Oh! no separate room usually just a corner near the stove sometimes curtained 
off for a little privacy.  In the summer it was not uncommon for children, teens and even adults to go swimming in local 
ponds or lakes with little or no clothes and think nothing of it.  This was done pretty much around the world. And it was 
no big deal.  But you had better mind your own business and not stare at anyone.  Preteen boys and girls often went 
swimming in ponds with minimum or no clothing unsupervised.  If a girl complained that someone had stared at her you 
had better bet a father or brother would deal some justice usually in the form of a fist  Remember these were farm kids 
and they learned the facts of life very early and also witnessed mating and birthing of farm animals often.  Sometimes 
they might even help dad or watch in the delivery a baby calf. 
 
From the late 1920s farming began to decline as the main occupation as men found work in better paying occupations.  I 
said men because the major wage earner until the 1940s were the men.  Women had important and hard work to do in 
raising children, cooking, doing laundry and the other domestic work all without appliances we have now until the late 
1940s.  Even cooking was usually over a fireplace or wood stove which had to be fed continuously and kept burning thru 
the night because matches were not available or affordable until the 1920s.  Women have carried a heavy burden for all 
of history until the modern era.  
Erin Airport, also known as Mary Moore-Joy Corporation Airport, was located in the area of Masonic and Groesbeck 
Highway.   

Airports 
Erin Airport was evidently renamed Joy Airport at some point between 1940-43, as it was how it was depicted on the 
October 1943 Detroit Sectional Chart. Keith Smith recalled, “Joy Airport... I soloed there in the spring of 1944.  At that 
time, it was a part of the Navy V-5 training program & was operated through the CAA-WTS Program by the Highland 
Park Junior College. WTS stood for War Training Service & was the renamed of the earlier college Pilot Training program. 
The Navy had leased the Masonic Country Club on Masonic Boulevard nearby. We had about 70-80 cadets billeted there 
& used the facilities of the club for ground school rooms, dinning, etc. We used the grounds of the club for physical 
training. Cadets spent about 3-4 months there depending on where they were sent from there. At that time WTS was 
the 3rd stage of pilot training & we went to Pre-flight from there. Prior to that we were at Naval Air Stations as 
'Tarmacs', servicing Primary Trainers & getting indoctrinated in the Navy. After 3-4 months as Tarmacs we went to Flight 
Preparation Training at a college campus for 4 months then to WTS.  Our schedule was to fly half a day & have ground 
school the other half. The contact operator of the flight school had about 24 Piper J-3 Cubs. There was a small tower at 
the field then with an operator giving us green & red lights to tell us when we were cleared for takeoff & landing. The 
runways were cindered. That was a wet spring & we had lots of weather delays. Since I was there for 4 months, I got 
about 40 hours of flight training.”  Keith continued, “Henry Joy was the President of the Packard Auto Company & lived 
on the shore of Lake St. Clair, nearby. His grandfather was named Thomas B Joy. Whether the airport was named for him 
or possibly Henry had a son by that name, I don't know.” Source http://www.airfields-
freeman.com/MI/Airfields_MI_Detroit_NE.htm) 
 The 1945 AAF Airfield Directory (courtesy of Scott Murdock) described Thomas B. Joy Airport   as a 97 acre irregularly-
shaped property having 4 cinder runways, the longest being the 2,400' northeast/southwest strip. Joy Airport was said 
to have a single metal 60' x 28' hangar & 10 metal T-hangars,  

Mckinley Airport 
Mckinley Airport was southwest of the intersection of Utica Road and 15 Mile.McKinley Airport (D13), Fraser, MI 42.549, 
-82.965 (Northeast of Detroit, MI)  McKinley Airport was depicted as an auxiliary airfield on the July 1946 Detroit 
Sectional Chart (courtesy of Chris Kennedy). According to Joseph McKinley, McKinley Airport was started by his uncle, 
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the late Otis McKinley, in about 1944. However, it was not yet depicted on the May 1945 Detroit Sectional Chart 
(according to Chris Kennedy). The earliest depiction of McKinley Airport which has been located was on the July 1946 
Detroit Sectional Chart (courtesy of Chris Kennedy). It depicted McKinley Airport as an auxiliary airfield. Joseph McKinley 
recalled, "I spent 3 summers there: 1946, 1949, and 1950, where in return for flying lessons I worked there - washing 
airplanes & mowing the grass strips. He was an Aeronca dealer, and I took my first flying lessons in his Aeronca 
Champions, at age 12. I think it was 1946, but it may have been 1947." The 1946 MI Airport Directory (courtesy of Doug 
Ranz) depicted McKinley Airport as consisting of an irregularly shaped landing area, measuring 2,600' x 2,300'. The 1949 
Detroit Sectional Chart (courtesy of Donald Felton) depicted McKinley Airport as having a 3,200' unpaved runway. 
McKinley Airport had apparently gained a paved runway at some point between 1952-60, as the 1960 Jeppesen Airway 
Manual (courtesy of Chris Kennedy) depicted the field as having a single 2,375' paved Runway 9/27 (with a 575' unpaved 
overrun), as well as 2 other unpaved runways. Several long hangars were depicted on the northeast side of the field. The 
1962 AOPA Airport Directory described McKinley Airport  as having 3 runways: 2,600' 18/36, 2,375' 9/27, and 2,300' 
6/24. The operator was listed as Otis McKinley.  The July 1969 Detroit Sectional Chart (courtesy of John Voss) depicted 
McKinley Airport as having a single 2,400' east/west paved runway. The 1982 AOPA Airport Directory (courtesy of Ed 
Drury) described McKinley Airport as having a 2,900' asphalt Runway 9/27 & a 2,600' turf Runway 18/36 (Runway 6/24 
had apparently been abandoned). The operator was listed as McKinley Aviation. The runway at McKinley had been 
lengthened slightly to 2,900'  McKinley Airport was reportedly purchased by the city of Fraser in 1985 and redeveloped 
for housing.Source   http://www.airfields-freeman.com/MI/Airfields_MI_Detroit_NE.htm) 

Road Names 
     Fourteen mile was once called Townline Road. 15 as Mosquito Road, Masonic Five Mile Road, 13 as Canfield.  
Masonic is named because a Masonic Lodge was located on Harper and Masonic in St Clair Shores.  Kelly road was 
named for farmer Kelly who kept changing the street sign at 6 Mile and Pumpkin Hook to Kelly Road.  He didn’t like 
telling people he lived on Pumpkin Hook so he changed the name.  The Road Commission finally gave up and left it Kelly 
Road.  Herman Jacob our first Police Chief, was always accompanied by his dog Bruno. (Commisson) 
  Thomas Edison got a job on the Grand Trunk Railroad run from Detroit to Port Huron selling candy. And newspapers. 
He received no regular wage. Tom rented a second floor room at the Fraser hotel on Utica Road now known as Mike 
Foster’s Saloon. 
Mulvey Road was an Indian trail and arrow heads were found there Once called Cemetery road then Frohreip Rd then 
finally Mulvey Rd. named after Joseph Mulvey who farm was located at 15 and Garfield. 
Utica road was a toll road and the planks were on the side of the road going into town. They paid at a toll house on 
Masonic and Utica Rd. The toll was 2 cents a mile in the 1850s. After the wood rotted the county removed it and 
replaced them with gravel.  Toll gates were at Gratiot and Utica Rd and Cady’s corners to reimburse the county. 

Groesbeck highway 
According librarian Barbara L Myers  Walter C Steffens the Village president and member of the county plot board 
suggested and promoted the construction of Groesbeck highway named after Alex J. Groesbeck then state governor.  
this has been an important factor in the growth of Fraser. It was built in 1938.  

1929 Charter 
In 1929 a new charter was adopted by the voters of the village provided for a commission form of government.  Walter 
C. Stephens was the first president.  In 1940 the population of Fraser had only grown to 747.  During this year the village 
obtained the land at Garfield and 14 mile that is now the Municipal Park. 
But in the spring of 1956 1 square mile of the former Clinton township was annexed to make the present size of the city 
of Fraser 4 square miles. (Myers, 2010) The property that was annexed included many manufacturing shops along 
Groesbeck highway. 

City of Fraser 
The City of Fraser was established by home rule charter November 7, 1956, and adopted by the electors on December 
26, 1956.  In January of 1957 Fraser became a city. On May 10, 2018 Fraser City Council raised property taxes 9 mils in 
response to the citizen's rejection of increasing taxes twice in 2017. (Commisson) 

Recent population 
Est. 2018 population is 14,568s  The population as of July 1, 2019 was 14,599. The census of 2010, there were 
14,480 people, 6,105 households, and 3,954 families residing in the city. The population density was 3,497.6 inhabitants 
per square mile (1,350.4/km2). There were 6,448 housing units at an average density of 1,557.5 per square mile 
(601.4/km2). The racial makeup of the city was 92.0% White, 3.9% African American, 0.5% Native American, 1.5% Asian, 
0.3% from other races, and 1.8% from two or more races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 2.1% of the population.  

http://www.airfields-freeman.com/MI/Airfields_MI_Detroit_NE.htm


There were 6,105 households of which 29.0% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 46.4% were married 
couples living together, 14.1% had a female householder with no husband present, 4.3% had a male householder with 
no wife present, and 35.2% were non-families. 31.4% of all households were made up of individuals and 14.5% had 
someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.36 and the average family size 
was 2.96.  (Wikipedia) 

Education 
Fraser Public Schools is the main public school system in Fraser.  Also located in Fraser is the Arts Academy in the 
Woods, a free public charter academy dedicated to students interested in pursuing fine and performing arts. In 2006, 
the girls' varsity basketball team, coached by David Kuppe, became the first Macomb County girls' basketball team to 
make it to the state finals. In 1981, Fraser's football team was led by Mark Garalczyk to the State Championships. 
Canfield School was on SW corner of 13 & Utica Rd. St John Lutheran School 16339 E14 Mile 
 
The old Buffalo Lutheran Church cemetery was located at the present site of Van Zanen Lumber Co. 
St John Cemetery began when Gramma Ahrens, the property owner was buried in the garde.  

Wars 
There was |Indian tribal warfare over area for 11,000 years.  Then the French, British and Indians were fighting each 

other and our poor American settlers  if there were any prior to 1830 also would have been in danger.   
Frazer citizens have served in World War I, World War II, The Korean War, The needless Vietnam War.  The United States 
was attacked on 9-11.  We have lost over 8,000 young Americans in a so called “War on Terror” which is still going on 
without end but has been really the doings of the ideology of militant Islamists which want to spread it around the 
world.  They have killed over 8,000 thousand of our young people through RPGs, and bombings and they have attacked 
thousands of innocent civilians in public places around the world in schools, train stations, airplanes and churches. For 
verification just look at the history or their attacks on Wikipedia or visit http://thereligionofpeace.com for details and 
lists. 

Medicine 
There have been great advances in medicine in the last 50 years. People in Fraser are living longer. 
 

Present Churches 
Christ United Methodist Church 34385 Garfield 
Hope United Church of Christ of Fraser 32500 Utica Rd in old building 
Our Lady Queen of All Saints 31740 Cyril 
New Life Baptist Church 17301 E 13 Mile 
St Ronald Church 17701 15 Mile 
Note there is a growing Islamic presence and they are now growing in numbers at a much faster rate than any other 
group.  Christian churches are on the decline.  Many of the young people have turned away from religion. 

Social Classes 
The prosperous middle class of the 1940s-1960s has been decimated.  The Growth of the rich has increased.  Almost one 
half of the population is near the poverty line.  In the 1940s a middle class working man with his wife running just the 
home was able to buy a new car out of the auto showroom.  Now both husband and wife working can barely buy a good 
used car.  Massive unemployment is forecast as automation continues with bots and automation taking over more than 
half of present human jobs. Rather than share profits with workers corporations reward their shareholders and pay the 
workers as little as they can get away with.  There is a new economic theory out there that has shown where when 
workers are paid more they spend more and everyone benefits. 
 
This history of Fraser was not supposed to be an everything included comprehensive work.  The goal was to present the 
most important history some of which has been left out of other books and articles about Fraser.  As to pictures The 
Images of America picture book on Fraser (which is at your local library) has about 190 pictures collected by the Fraser 
Historical Society over the years with descriptions of those pictures. Although I checked several libraries I did not find a 
comprehensive book on Fraser history so this compilation may actually be the biggest general history of Fraser until I 
can convince my friend Janet Olsen Dolland to write down what she knows which is extensive. None of my books are for 
profit although the publisher wants a small fee.  If you want detailed history of the area visit my free website 
dogoodforall.today.  There is also a listing there of 5,000 scholarships and other good things. Please send comments and 
corrections to wecare@dogoodforall.today 
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Appendix  

The last 100 years by decade of important happenings. 
The following 7 pages(on a full sized screen) have been placed at the end because they are things that affected Fraser 
residents often greatly but were not limited to Fraser.   To omit this would cut out a lot of important history.  Any good 
contemporary history should include these but recently it appears that history is being revised inaccurately and things 
left out.  Just like the journalism reports in the last few years and news coverage on TV.  It used to be that the most 
important facts were given in a neutral fashion and details followed including important facts.  Now it appears that 
News, journalism and history are being reported often omitting important facts and often with bias of the reporter and 
or their organization.  Note Saudi interests own an influential part of many news organizations.  Also many reporters and 
historians are afraid of presenting the truth or of offending someone.  Political correctness is censorship.  Example if a 
member of that certain cult/religious group which has set off thousands of bombs in public places on 9-11 and since 9-
11, sets off another suicide bomb on an airplane or in a public place it is reported as a terrorist attack but the real name 
of the group responsible is omitted.  That is just like saying that a car killed someone but omitting the fact that it was 
really the drunk driver at the wheel.  So below I at least as a veteran and man of much education and experience will 
present the real facts. 

The 1920s (The Jazz age) had: 

sustained economic prosperity, era of mass consumerism, many ignored prohibition laws, new ideas in arts and culture 

and lifestyle, knee-length skirts and dresses became socially acceptable, (women who pioneered these trends were 

frequently referred to as flappers), large-scale adoption of automobiles, telephones, motion pictures, radio and household 

electricity, unprecedented industrial growth, accelerated consumer demand and aspirations, media began to focus on 

celebrities, especially sports heroes and movie stars, large stadiums and cinemas were built, Rise of radical political 

movements such as communism and fascism, Prohibition of alcohol occurred began with the ratification of the Eighteenth 

Amendment to the U.S.Constitution, effective as of January 17, 1920, and continued until repealed in 1933. Organized 

crime turned to smuggling and bootlegging of liquor, The Ku Klux Klan peaked in early 1920s with five million 

members, followed by a rapid decline as people got educated. The Scopes Trial 1925 declared that John Scopes had 

violated the law by teaching evolution in schools.  Most independent countries passed women's suffrage after 1918, 

especially as a reward for women's support of the war effort and endurance of its deaths and hardships. 

Economic boom ended by October 29, 1929 with the stock market crashes, leading to the Great Depression.  

Silent films start giving way to sound films in 1926. Record companies began having more lifelike sound. 

The first electric razor is patented in 1928 by the American manufacturer Col. Jacob Schick. 

Clarence Birdseye invents a process for frozen food in 1925. 

The first animated short film by Walt Disney is released in 1928, featuring Mickey Mouse. Steamboat Willie was the first 

sound cartoon to attract widespread notice and popularity. 

First commercial radio stations in the U.S., 8MK (WWJ) in Detroit and (KDKA 1020 AM) in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 

go on the air on August 27, 1920. While there are only a few radio stations in 1920–21, by 1922 the radio craze is 

sweeping the country.  (Wikipedia) 

1930s 

Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party rise to power in Germany in 1933, forming a fascist regime, persecuting and removing 

Jews and other minorities from German society, expanding Germany's territory, and opposing the spread of communism.  

At the beginning of the 1930s, more than 15 million Americans–fully one-quarter of all wage-earning workers–

were unemployed. President Herbert Hoover almost nothing to alleviate the crisis: But president Franklin D 

Roosevelt, initiated a widespread social welfare strategy called the "New Deal" to combat the economic and social 

devastation of the Great Depression. it did provided a safety net to millions of suffering Americans. The founding 

of the Civilian Conservation Corps and the funding of numerous projects (e.g. the Hoover Dam) helped restore 

prosperity in the US.  Plains states suffered through the worst drought in American history, as well as hundreds 

of severe dust storms, that carried away the soil and made it all but impossible to plant crops. By 1940, 2.5 

million people had abandoned their farms and headed West to California. Meanwhile, unemployed people did 

whatever they could, like standing in charity breadlines and selling apples on street corners, to feed their 

families. The Works Progress Administration provided jobs for unemployed people and built new public works 

like bridges, post offices, schools, highways and parks. The National Labor Relations Act (1935), also known as 

the Wagner Act, gave workers the right to form unions and bargain collectively for higher wages and fairer 

treatment. The Social Security Act (also 1935) guaranteed pensions to some older Americans, set up a system of 

unemployment insurance and stipulated that the federal government would help care for dependent children and 

the disabled. (Wikipedia) and (history.com) 
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1940s 

Record number of babies 3.4 million were born in 1946.  1940  Hitler invades several other countries in Europe. 1941 

Japanese surprise attack on U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor brings U.S. into World War II; The Holocaust is going on 11-17 

million innocent civilians are murdered.  1944 Allies invade Normandy on D-Day (June 6).  1945 Germany surrenders 

(May 7); Japan signs official surrender on Sept. 2. United Nations established. First electronic computer, ENIAC, built. 

(Wikipedia) 

1950s 

The United States was the world’s strongest military power. But has gone down since.  

Employment was high.  Prosperity for middle class was high.  There was a post WWII baby boom. Suburbs  

growing because it was often cheaper to buy a house than rent an apartment. U.S. got involved in a Korean civil 

war. The war left 33,742 American soldiers dead, 92,134 wounded, and 80,000 missing in action (MIA) or 

prisoner of war (POW). Estimates place Korean and Chinese casualties at 1,000,000–1,400,000 dead or 

wounded, and 140,000 MIA or POW. The Soviet Union launched Sputnik 1 into Earth orbit in October 1957, 

Technology Television came in to most American homes. In 1955, Jonas Salk invented a polio vaccine and 

given seven million American students.  (Wikipedia)  

1960s 

Prosperity for middle class was high. Much was due to government spending such as construction of . Interstate 

highways, Some houses were cheaper than renting. There was some progress in outlawing racial discrimination. 

There were acts of civil disobedience and nonviolent protest with successful  Boycotts and "sit-ins". The Apollo 11 

mission landed the first humans on the Moon in July 1969. See Wikipedia and History Channel 

1960s Music 

There was emergence of a wide range of music; from a folk music revival, to the Beatles revolution, to the serious lyrics 

of Bob Dylan and Paul Simon. Norms of all kinds were broken down, especially in regards to civil rights and expectations 

the men would go off to meaningless wars. (Wikipedia) 

1963 By the time of U.S. President John F. Kennedy's death there were 16,000 American military personnel in South 

Vietnam, 1966, with the draft of men more than 500,000 troops were sent to Vietnam  (Wikipedia) 

The Cuban Missile Crisis (16–28 October 1962) – a near-military confrontation between the U.S. and the Soviet Union 

about the presence of Soviet missiles in Cuba. Nikita Khrushchev agreed to remove their missiles from Cuba in exchange 

for the U.S. removing its missiles from Turkey.  (Wikipedia)   In the second half of the decade, young people began to 

revolt against the conservative norms of the time, as well as remove themselves from mainstream liberalism, in particular 

the high level of materialism which was so common during the era. This created a "counterculture" that sparked a social 

revolution throughout much of the Western world. The youth involved in the popular social aspects of the movement 

became known as hippies. These groups created a movement toward liberation in society, including the sexual revolution, 

questioning authority and government, and demanding more freedoms and rights for women and minorities.   (Wikipedia) 

1960 saw The female birth-control contraceptive, the pill, The measles vaccine, First heart transplant,  Touch-Tone 

phones, and many other advances. .  (Wikipedia)   The Beatles in the US during 1964. The rock-and-roll movement of the 

1950s  came to an end in 1959. American folk music revival which introduced Bob Dylan, Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, The 

Kingston Trio, Harry Belafonte, Odetta, and many other Singer-songwriters to the public.  (Wikipedia)  Elvis Presley 

returned to civilian life after two years away in the U.S. Army. Simon and Garfunkel released "The Sound of Silence" 

single in 1965.  Johnny Cash released At Folsom Prison in 1968. Much more see  (Wikipedia)  Americans also spent a lot 

of time going to movies. (Wikipedia) 

1960s Film 

2001: A Space Odyssey, The Dirty Dozen, Doctor Zhivago, How the West Was Won, Ice Station Zebra, Judgment at 

Nuremberg, Lawrence of Arabia, The Longest Day, One Million Years B.C., Planet of the Apes, The Sound of Music, 

Spartacus, To Kill a Mockingbird, West Side Story See lists at  (Wikipedia) The most prominent American TV series of 

the 1960s include: The Ed Sullivan Show, Star Trek, Peyton Place, The Twilight Zone, The Outer Limits, The Andy 

Williams Show, The Dean Martin Show, The Wonderful World of Disney, Alfred Hitchcock Presents, The Beverly 

Hillbillies, Bonanza, Batman, McHale's Navy, Laugh-In, The Dick Van Dyke Show, The Fugitive, The Tonight Show, 

Gunsmoke, The Andy Griffith Show, Gilligan's Island, Mission: Impossible, The Flintstones, The Adventures of Ozzie 

and Harriet, Lassie, The Danny Thomas Show, The Lucy Show, My Three Sons, The Red Skelton Show, Bewitched and I 

Dream of Jeannie. The Flintstones The Smothers Brothers Comedy Hour became controversial. (Wikipedia) 

     President Lyndon B. Johnson developed a set of programs that would give poor people “a hand up, not a 

handout.” These included Medicare and Medicaid, which helped elderly and low-income people pay for health 

care; Head Start, which prepared young children for school; and a Job Corps that trained unskilled workers for 

jobs in the deindustrializing economy. The War on Poverty became too expensive, especially as the war in 

Vietnam became the government’s top priority. (Wikipedia) 

https://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/history/bios/germany/hitler-adolf
https://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/places/north-america/us-notable/pearl-harbor
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We lost nearly 60,000 of our fine young Americans in the needless Vietnam War.  

1970s 

paraphrased from Wikipedia  The first Islamist suicide attack the 1974 Birmingham pub bombings. 

There was a recession and inflation of 13.29%.  Housing costs tripled. 1973 and 1979 energy crisis; we sat in gas lines; 

“Novelist Tom Wolfe coined the term "'Me' decade" in his essay "The 'Me' Decade and the Third Great Awakening", 

published by New York Magazine in August 1976 referring to the 1970s. The term describes a general new attitude of 

Americans towards atomized individualism and away from communitarianism, in clear contrast with the 1960s|.  

(Wikipedia) 

Some of the major happenings were: According to Wikipedia The Vietnam War came to a close in  April 1975. It is 

usually forgotten that the Soviets had an Afghan war from 1979–1989; The communist Cambodian government, Khmer 

Rouge, forced people out of the cities to clear jungles and establish a radical, Marxist agrarian society. Buddhist priests 

and monks, along with anyone who spoke foreign languages, had any sort of education, or even wore glasses were 

tortured or killed. 3 million people may have died; Iranian Revolution 1979 under theocratic Islamist government.  There 

was bloodshed and loss of many human rights. 66  US diplomats, were held captive for 444 days; 1972 Munich massacre 

at Summer Olympics where Islamic Palestinians murdered eleven Israeli athletes; 1973 and 1979 energy crisis; we sat in 

gas lines; On March 27, 1977, two Boeing 747s collided on the runway in Canary Islands, Spain, killing 583 people The 

cause was simple language misunderstanding.  We expect piolots asround the world to speak English but Enalish is full or 

irregularities.  It would bne much better to have all jpilots learn International vjocabulalry which is easier and much 

quicker to learn. See http://easiestlanguage.info   

Scientific advances: 

WHO certified the eradication of smallpox in December 1979; fiber optics, microwave ovens and VCRs became 

available.  Too much went on with music and film to list here see Wikipedia. 

Big TV networks aimed for profit rather than wholesome social consciousness to entertainment based on ratings. The 

result was a decline in decent social values which spawned the same in the real lives of young people. 

The television western, which had been very popular in the 1950s and 1960s, all but died out during the 1970s, with 

Bonanza, The Virginian, and Gunsmoke ending their runs. Replacing westerns were police and detective medical dramas, 

1950s nostalgia like Happy Days, "jiggle television" programs oriented toward sexual gratification and bawdy humor and 

situations such as Charlie's Angels, The Love Boat, soap operas, Game shows like Match Game, The Hollywood Squares, 

Family Feud, The Price Is Right. newscasts, science fiction phenomenon that began with Star Wars went to television 

with shows such as Battlestar Galactica. Also the variety shows, Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour and Donny & Marie and 

The Carol Burnett Show.  

The Video game 

But something new was on the scene. The Oregon Trail was the first publicly available educational video game made 

available for widespread use in schools.    (Wikipedia) 

     “For many people in the United States, the late 1970s were a troubled and troubling time. The radical and 

countercultural movements of the 1960s and early 1970s, the Watergate scandal, the Vietnam War, uncertainty in the 

Middle East and economic crisis at home had undermined Americans' confidence in their fellow citizens and in their 

government. …the dreams of the 1960s were worn down by inflation, foreign policy turmoil and rising crime. In 

response, many Americans embraced a new conservatism in social, economic and political life during the 1980s, 

characterized by the policies of President Ronald Reagan.” (history.com) 

1980s 

By 1982, severe recession, 9 million people were unemployed, businesses closed, families lost their homes and farmers 

lost their land. the federal government accumulated more debt than it had in its entire history. (History.com) 

Islamism became a powerful political force the 1988 bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 near Lockerbie, Scotland,  

(Wikipedia)    

The 1980s saw great advances in genetic and digital technology, the global Internet began, The Reagan Administration 

accelerated the War on Drugs, video games achieved massive popularity. first Macintosh computer in 1984. It was the 

first commercially successful personal computer to use a graphical user interface (GUI) and mouse,   (Wikipedia) 

IBM 5150, the first model of the IBM PC, was released in 1981. Commodore 64, with sales estimated at more than 17 

million units in 1982–1994 became the best-selling computer model of all time.  Motorola DynaTAC 8000X becomes the 

first commercially available mobile phone model   (Wikipedia)  Too much happened in music and film to list here see 

Wikipedia but here are a few highlights: Oscar winners for Best Picture: Ordinary People (1980), Chariots of Fire (1981), 

Gandhi (1982), Terms of Endearment (1983), Amadeus (1984), Out of Africa (1985), Platoon (1986), The Last Emperor 

(1987), Rain Man (1988), Driving Miss Daisy (1989). The highest-grossing films of the decade are: E.T. the Extra-

Terrestrial, Return of the Jedi, The Empire Strikes Back, Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, Batman, Rain Man, Raiders 

of the Lost Ark, Back to the Future, Who Framed Roger Rabbit, Top Gun, Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom, Back 

http://easiestlanguage.info/


to the Future Part II, "Crocodile" Dundee, Fatal Attraction and Beverly Hills Cop.   (Wikipedia) 

MTV was launched in the United States in 1981 and had a profound impact on the music industry and popular culture 

further ahead, especially during its early run in the 1980s and early 1990s. 

     Some of the most popular TV series which premiered during the 1980s or carried over from the 1970s include: Alf, 

Airwolf, The A-Team, The Love Boat, Lou Grant, The Incredible Hulk, Too Close For Comfort, The Dukes of Hazzard, 

Trapper John, M.D., Diff'rent Strokes, Dynasty, Dallas, Knots Landing, One Day at a Time, Alice, Falcon Crest, Knight 

Rider, Newhart, Pee-Wee's Playhouse, Gimme a Break!, Punky Brewster, Taxi, Happy Days, St. Elsewhere, MacGyver, 

L.A. Law, Magnum, P.I., M*A*S*H, Barney Miller, WKRP in Cincinnati, Laverne & Shirley, Mork & Mindy, Miami 

Vice, The Jeffersons, The Facts of Life, Hill Street Blues, T.J. Hooker, The Cosby Show, Highway To Heaven, Murder, 

She Wrote, 227, Matlock, Star Trek: The Next Generation, Night Court, Who's the Boss?, Family Matters, Charles in 

Charge, The Hogan Family, Perfect Strangers, Designing Women, Amen, Head of the Class, Murphy Brown, The Wonder 

Years, Empty Nest, Coach, Doogie Howser M.D., Quantum Leap, Saved by the Bell, Roseanne, Full House, The Golden 

Girls, Three's Company, Cheers, Growing Pains, Benson, Soap, Family Ties, Seinfeld, The Simpsons, and Hee Haw. 

Cable television became more accessible and therefore, more popular.  Much more at Wikipedia. 

1990s 

Was a decade of peace and prosperity: The Soviet Union fell, ending Cold War, Internet brought an era of 

communication, business and entertainment. (History.com) 

advances in technology and science: gene therapy trial, individual personal computer ownership in the US rose from 15% 

to 35%. Email becomes popular. digital cameras become available replacing film cameras. The CD-ROM drive became 

standard for most personal computers, DNA identification of individuals finds wide application in criminal law. 

Hubble Space Telescope was launched and revolutionized astronomy.  Global Positioning System (GPS) becomes fully 

operational.  Highest-grossing films of the decade were:  Titanic, Star Wars: Episode I, Jurassic Park, Independence Day, 

The Lion King, Forrest Gump, The Sixth Sense, The Lost World: Jurassic Park, Men in Black, Armageddon, Terminator 

2: Judgment Day, Ghost, Aladdin, Twister, Toy Story 2, Saving Private Ryan, Home Alone, Pretty Woman, The Matrix, 

Mission: Impossible, Tarzan, Mrs. Doubtfire, Dances with Wolves, The Mummy, The Bodyguard.  (Wikipedia) 

TV  TV shows, were popular  but too many to list here  But PBS had outstanding educational and decent programming.  

Prominent websites apps launched during the decade: EBay, Amazon, GeoCities, Netscape, Yahoo, AltaVista, Hotmail, 

Google, Napster    (Wikipedia) 

2000s 

The Internet expanded worldwide. There was economic growth but with considerable social, environmental, and mass 

extinction consequences, and raised demand for diminishing energy resources. Many lost their homes to financial crisis in 

2008.   (Wikipedia) 

Islamist militant groups performed increasing numbers of senseless terrorist acts. 9-11 2001 attack on the U.S. eventually 

resulted in over 3,000 deaths. also the 2004 Madrid train bombings killed 192, Islamist terrorist suicide attacks in London, 

England, that targeted commuters travelling on the city's public transport system during the morning rush hour.  56 killed 

and more than 700 were injured.  (Wikipedia)  2004 Beslan massacre)  1,100 people held hostage (including 777 

children),334 murdered. The crisis began when a group of armed Islamic militants, occupied a School. 2007 Islamic 

attacks on Yazidi communities bombings 796 killed. In 2008 Mumbai Islamic attacks that killed 175 more than 300 were 

wounded.  (Wikipedia) 

Because of the above attacks a global War on Terror (2001–present) to stop terrorists from posing a threat to the U.S. and 

its allies, and by putting an end to state sponsorship of terrorism. This included the War in Afghanistan (2001–present) – 

when the United States, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Canada and Australia invaded Afghanistan seeking to oust the 

Taliban and find al-Qaeda mastermind Osama bin Laden. In 2011, the US government claimed Navy Seals had killed Bin 

Laden and buried his body at sea. Fatalities of coalition troops: It also included the Iraq War (2003–2011) Total allied 

killed in this unending war are now over 8,600 killed with over 32,000 casualties. 

Outsourcing of jobs 

There was significant growth of offshore outsourcing of jobs. And a recession caused by loss of many jobs and by housing 

speculation and financial manipulation on wall street , rise in interest rates inability to pay because of job loss and refusal 

of banks to work with people caused thousands of people to lose their homes. Which then affected people’s ability to buy 

cars.   (Wikipedia) 

Science milestones 

Science milestones: first self-contained artificial heart implanted, The Human Genome Project was completed, a vaccine 

for the Human Papillomavirus, a common cause of cervical cancer. (Wikipedia) 

The popularity of mobile phones and text messaging surged The advent of text messaging made possible new forms of 

interaction leading to positive implications such as having the ability to receive information on the move. Nevertheless, it 

also led to negative social implications such as "cyberbullying" and the rise of traffic collisions caused by drivers who 



were distracted as they were texting while driving. E-mail increased the decade, and began to replace "snail mail" also 

known as paper mail. Social networking sites Myspace, Facebook, and Twitter began.  The first modern smartphone was 

the iPhone 2007 Smartphones have been increasing in numbers worldwide. Voice over IP begins has led to replacement 

for most telephone lines. (Wikipedia) 

Computing and Internet also expanded un usage worldwide enabling users to share messages, pictures and sound. 

Boom in music downloading and the use of data compression to quickly transfer music over the Internet, with a 

corresponding rise of portable digital audio players. As a result, the entertainment industry struggled through the decade to 

find digital delivery systems for music, movies, and other media that reduce copyright infringement and preserve profit. 

The USB flash drive replaced the floppy disk as the preferred form of low-capacity mobile data storage. 

Wikipedia which launched on January 2001, grew rapidly to became the largest and most popular, most up to date  

general reference work worldwide. Free Open-source software, such as the Linux operating system, the Mozilla Firefox 

web browser and VLC media player, also increased in usage world wide. Internet commerce became standard for 

reservations; stock trading; promotion of music, arts, literature, and film; shopping; and other activities.  5 Billion videos 

are watched on YouTube every day and cover a huge number of topics from science, home repairs, education and 

entertainment. (Wikipedia) 

Robots are now assisting doctors in doing surgery, used in manufacturing, retailing, removing bombs, many other fields 

and "Roomba" vacuums floors.  

Militaries are using drones and autonomous vehicles 

Obesity is a leading preventable cause of death worldwide.  

Film Usage of computer-generated imagery became more widespread in films Online films became popular, and 

conversion to digital cinema is ongoing.  (Wikipedia)  Entertainment now includes film, TV, Radio, cable and online is 

now too big to put here See Wikipedia. I add that most films are now days entertainment driven with a lot of action, 

constant scene changes, lots of action and weak on reality.  That doesn’t stop the theaters from charging high prices.  The 

drive in theaters are mostly gone as are the one movie at a time theaters but cinemas with 8 or more cinemas are very 

common.  3d and virtual reality is growing. (Wikipedia) 

Music In the 2000s, the Internet allowed consumers unprecedented access to music. The Internet also allowed more artists 

to distribute music relatively inexpensively and independently without the previously necessary financial support of a 

record label. Music sales began to decline following the year 2000,   (Wikipedia) 

In the 2000s, Hip hop reached a commercial peak and heavily influenced various aspects of popular culture and, in 

general, dominating the musical landscape of the decade. In fact, the best-selling musical artist of the decade was the 

American rapper Eminem, who sold 32 million albums. 

Internet in the 2000s: Prominent websites / apps launched Wikipedia, Google Earth, Kazaa, Internet Archive which has 

millions of books, iTunes, Facebook, Mozilla Firefox, YouTube, Google Maps, Twitter, PornHub, Google Chrome, 

Spotify, Waze an amazing traffic app.  During the decade the benefits of the "Wisdom of the crowd" are pushed into the 

spotlight by social information sites such as Wikipedia, Yahoo! Answers, Reddit and other web resources that rely on 

human opinion.  (Wikipedia)  Skype allows video telephone calls has over 600 million users. 

Television is a favorite pastime for millions but is another topic too big to even scratch the surface on here see Wikipedia 

2010s 

Unrest in many countries around the world some of which the U.S. got involved in and sent in our young people into 

causing many to die.   

The United States continued to retain its global superpower status but China became the second largest global economy, 

surpassing Japan.  Europe experienced a migrant crisis and so did the USA. President Trump tried to stop the influx which 

was bring in over a million a year across the southern border which US taxpayers were supporting.   

Internet of Things 

The IoT Internet of Things took off with Smartphones, tablets, and other devices even cars are being hooked up to the 

Internet. 

     Shifting social attitudes saw LGBT rights and female representation make substantial progress during the decade, 

particularly in the West and parts of Asia and Africa. Combating pollution and climate change continued to be major 

global environmental concerns. (Wikipedia) 

     Terrorist attacks were on the increase virtually all Islamic ideology inspired were just to name a few: Lakki Marwat 

suicide bombing 105 people died at a volleyball game; Moscow Metro bombings carried out by two Islamic women at 

two stations 40 people were killed, and over 100 injured;  

In the USA During the annual Boston Marathon 2013, two homemade pressure cooker bombs near the finish line of the 

race, killing three children and injuring several hundred others, including 16 who lost limbs. Caused by Islamists. 

     Islamic State of Iraq killed at least 1,700 in Tikrit.  

December 2014, six gunmen affiliated with the Islamic-Taliban attacked a Public School They entered the school and 



opened fire on school staff and children, killing 149 people including 132 schoolchildren, ranging between eight and 

eighteen years of age making it the world's fourth deadliest school massacre. (Wikipedia) 

In 2015 a massacre of over 2,000 innocent people in Baga Nigeria was committed by Islamists.  

On 2 April 2015, an Islamic Al-Qaeda offshoot of gunmen stormed the Garissa University College in Garissa, Kenya, 

killing 148 people, and injuring 79 or more. The gunmen took over 700 students hostage, freeing Muslims and killing 

those who identified as Christians.  (Wikipedia) 

On 26 June 2015, attacks occurred in France, Kuwait, Syria, Somalia, and Tunisia, The day of attacks has been dubbed 

"Bloody Friday" by international media. 

     An attack at a Tunisian beach resort killed 39; a bombing at a Shia mosque in Kuwait City killed 27 and injured 

several; while in Kobanî a large-scale massacre by ISIL resulted in more than 223 civilians murdered, in line with over 79 

assailants (including 13 suicide bombers) (Wikipedia) 

     Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant senior leader Abu Mohammad al-Adnani had released an audio message three 

days earlier encouraging militants everywhere to attack during the month of Ramadan. 

    On 10 October 2015 in Ankara, the capital city of Turkey, two bombs were detonated outside  the Central railway 

station. With a death toll of 109 civilians,[ have suspected links to the Islamic State ] 

The November 2015 Paris attacks during a football match. This was followed by several mass shootings and a suicide 

bombing, at cafés and restaurants. Gunmen carried out another mass shooting  killed 130 people, including 90 at the 

Bataclan theatre. Another 413 people were injured.  In January 2015 attacks on offices and a Jewish supermarket in Paris 

that killed 17 people and wounded 22, including civilians and police officers. The Islamic State of Iraq claimed 

responsibility for the attacks.  

On June 12, 2016, Omar Mateen, a 29-year-old security guard, killed 49 people and wounded 53 others in a mass shooting 

inside Pulse, a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, United States. Orlando Police Department officers shot and killed him 

after a three-hour standoff. Mateen swore allegiance to the leader of the Islamic State 

     On 3 July 2016, Islamic militants carried out coordinated bomb attacks in Baghdad that killed 340 civilians. and 

injured hundreds more. 

On the evening of 14 July 2016, a cargo truck was deliberately driven into crowds of people in Nice, France, resulting in 

the deaths of 86 people and the injury of 458 others. The driver was Mohamed Lahouaiej-Bouhlel, Islamic State claimed 

responsibility. 

On 19 December 2016, a truck was deliberately driven into a Christmas market in Berlin, leaving 12 people dead and 56 

others injured. The perpetrator was Anis Amri, The Islamic State of Iraq released a video of Amri pledging allegiance to 

the terror group's leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 

A Manchester Arena suicide bombing attack May 2017. A radical Islamist detonated a shrapnel-laden homemade bomb as 

leaving the Manchester Arena following a concert 23 people died,139 were wounded, more than half of them children.  

On October 31, 2017, a man drove a rented pickup truck into cyclists and runners for about one mile (1.6 kilometers) of 

the Hudson River Park's bike path alongside West Street from Houston Street south to Chambers Street in Lower 

Manhattan, New York City. The attack killed 8 people, A flag and a document indicating allegiance to the terrorist group 

Islamic State of Iraq were found in the truck. 

On 21 April 2019, Easter Sunday bombings were carried out during Easter services three churches in Sri Lanka and three 

luxury hotels in the commercial capital Colombo were targeted in a series of coordinated terrorist suicide bombings. Later 

that day, there were smaller explosions at a housing complex 259 people were killed, and at least 500 were injured. 

Carried out by Jama'ath, a local militant Islamist group. (Wikipedia) 

Still in a recession 

Also in 2011, a Gallup poll found that more than half of Americans believed the country was still in a recession. 

In 2018, partially due to a shale boom, the United States overcame Russia and Saudi Arabia in becoming the world's 

largest crude oil producer, the first time since 1973  Why is this important to local history?  Because it helped keep gas 

prices lower. 

The so-called "retail apocalypse" had commenced as consumers increasingly resorted to online shopping and e-commerce, 

accelerating the decline of brick-and-mortar retail and the continued decline of indoor shopping malls. The transitioning 

retail industry and popularity of online shopping facilitated economic phenomena such as bricks and clicks business 

models, pop-up and non-store retailing, drone delivery services, ghost restaurants, and a quickly maturing online food 

ordering and delivery service sector. This was only further perpetuated by the rise in cryptocurrency throughout the 

decade, such as Bitcoin.   (Wikipedia) 

The trend towards a cashless society continued as non-cash transactions and digital currency saw an increase in 

favorability. The 2016 United States User Consumer Survey Study claimed that 75 percent of respondents preferred a 

credit or debit card as their payment method while only 11 percent of respondents preferred cash. 

AIDS responsible for killing over 30 million people became a treatable condition.  However, as of 2011 only some 5 



million of the 12 million afflicted have access to such treatment. (Wikipedia) 

Science improvements in cancer immunotherapy, Advances in perovskites solar cell materials promises more efficient and 

cheaper solar panels; Ebola vaccine; Major genomic studies conclude that almost all living humans (Eurasians and 

Aboriginal Australians alike) originate from a single group of modern humans who left Africa about 50,000 to 60,000 

years ago; Gene therapy is advancing;  

     The iPad tablet became an immediate bestseller and only months after its release became the best selling tech product 

in history. By the mid-2010s, almost all smartphones were touchscreen-only, and Android and iPhone smartphones 

dominated the market. 

In 2011, more than 2 billion people used the Internet, one billion mobile broadband users predicted and 4.6 billion people 

worldwide were subscribed to mobile phones, and Americans spent more time using mobile apps than using the World 

Wide Web. 

3D printing, 3D modeling, and 3D scanners became increasingly popular, in which the technologies enabled users to join 

or solidify certain materials to create a concrete three-dimensional object.  

Drones become increasingly popular, especially in the assistance of making deliveries, aerial photography, and drone 

racing. 

Electric and hybrid vehicles start becoming popular.  

In 2013, billionaire entrepreneur Elon Musk proposed the Hyperloop mass transit system. Multiple companies joined in 

the opportunity to develop the concept. 

The trend of shared mobility grew significantly during the decade. Carsharing, bike-sharing, and scooter-sharing services 

saw substantial growth as multiple economic, social and technological factors such as developments in "last mile" 

transportation helped changed the way people think about modern transportation, particularly in the Western world. 

Military robots, autonomous and otherwise, saw significant developments. Some were deployed into real conflicts, such 

as unmanned ground vehicles. (Wikipedia) 

Environmentalism 

During the course of the decade, climate change was a growing topic of concern, with more than half of the global 

population viewing it as a "very serious problem" in 2015 and giving broad support for limits on greenhouse gas 

emissions to address the issue. Concerns over plastic pollution grew considerably, with the effects of plastic waste on the 

Earth's environment gaining global awareness particularly in the second half of the decade. 

     Threats to biodiversity also gained greater awareness. In its first report since 2005, the Intergovernmental Science-

Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services warned in May 2019 that biodiversity loss was "accelerating", 

with over a million species threatened with extinction. 

     Renewable energies enjoyed a surge in popularity, due to lower costs and increased efficiency, receiving more 

investment than traditional fossil fuels. In 2015, Hawaii became the first state in the United States to formally commit to a 

plan of developing a 100% clean energy grid. In 2018, California's state commission approved a plan requiring solar 

panels for all residential buildings starting in 2020.  

     Greta Thunberg inspired a global movement of young people protesting inaction on climate change with truancy. A 

concurrent movement, the Extinction Rebellion, used more extreme non-violent methods for the same cause. In the 2019 

European Parliament elections, green parties won a record number of seats. In the United States, the proposed Green New 

Deal rose in prominence. (Wikipedia) 

Youth culture 

Widespread internet use has been around for younger people's entire lives. The youth of the 2010s were called the "best-

behaved generation on record." In May 2014, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control reported that teenage pregnancies and 

their uses of drugs and alcohol reached record lows. A 2013 survey showed that the rate of teen smoking dropped to 

15.7%, the rate of teenagers having unprotected sex dropped to 34% and the rate of teenagers participating in a physical 

fight dropped to 25%, much lower than their counterparts 22 years earlier. E-cigarette and smokeless tobacco use among 

teenagers rose. The psychological effects of social media and the internet on the minds of young people, especially 

children, became an increasing concern during this decade.  (Wikipedia) 

Cable providers saw a decline in subscriber numbers as cord cutters switched to lower cost online streaming services such 

as Hulu, Netflix and Amazon Video. The advent of streaming services has allowed for more serialized television content 

to rise in popularity which may allow for more complex and longer storytelling. 

Music 2010s found Hip Hop and R&B surpassing Rock and Pop music as the most consumed form of music Inspired by 

video game culture, retrofuturism, cyberpunk, tech noir themes, and collective nostalgia for 1980s culture, electronic 

genres such as vaporwave and synthwave also enjoyed a rise a popularity throughout much of the decade. (Wikipedia) 

Where are we headed? 
Whether it is in Fraser or any town in the USA there are some big important changes not only coming but already 
impacting us that will be affecting people’s lives. 



Automation 
 One is automation.  In the last 100 years we made big machines to do heavy jobs and make work easier for laborers.  
The the office was automated with word processors and spreadsheets.  Once a general computer was brought in with a 
spreadsheet program it soon replaced ten human workers with mechanical adding machines.  And in the 1970s the big 
typing pools at Chrysler where I worked were phased out.  Even my bows lost his secretary who was usually busy typing 
up documents for him.  The big rooms full of key punch machines that punched computer programming cards were also 
soon gone as were the linotype machines the printers used.  Elevator operators were no longer needed when the new 
push button elevators were put in.  And office automation continues today with the installing of “Bots” into computers.  
A Bot is an automated program.  Some even have artificial intelligence added.  And it has been discovered that most 
common human jobs can actually be broken down into simple tasks and that these can be done by bots.  This may seen 
shocking but it is true.  In fact business forecasters are stating that 60% of current human jobs are going to be replaced 
by automation. 

General purpose robots 
Bots don’t have arms but robots do.  A general purpose robot such as Baxter (Take a look at the video “Humans need 
not apply” on YouTube and you will see Baxter.)  Can set on a cart and has two arms.  It has been given a degree of 
artificial intelligence so it can understand verbal instructions or you can push a button on an arm and it will learn from 
what you have the arm do.  These general purpose robots can do many blue collar human jobs and will replace many 
human workers in the next dozen years. 

Who is the World’s best doctor? 
Watson is an IBM mainframe computer occupying a big room. But it has already beat all of the smartest humans on 
Jeopardy and is reading medical books and medical studies and learning how to interpret tests.  It has a large degree of 
artificial intelligence which allows it to ask questions, find answers and give good responses.  It has already proved to 
give better diagnoses than humans and is now being used as a medical doctor consultant to other doctors and countries.  
It probably is becoming the world’s most expert doctor partly because it can read all of the most recent studies in 
seconds and interpret them based on more data than any human doctor could ever process or have time to do.   
There is an increasing shortage of general practice doctors because people have become sue crazy.  Young doctors to be 
do much better going into a specialty such as dermatology.  So It will be much more common to be seen by a nurse-
practitioner who will have Watson on their fone to ask questions and give best treatment practices. 

The Pharmacy machine 
The University of California created a pharmacy machine that fills prescriptions.  In its first trial it filled 300,000 
prescriptions without error and it can also cross check drug interactions for them.  Now in our area the big drug store 
chains are using prescription machines to fill thousands of generic prescriptions.  Result humans being laid off of work. 

Autonomous Cars , and Trucks 
The major car manufacturers are going full speed ahead with research and plans to implement autonomous vehicles in 
the next few years.  As of 2020 they have already proven to be safer then human drivers who kill 40,000 people a year 
thru texting, drinking alcohol, distracted driving and carelessness.  In the next dozen years these vehicles will replace 
thousands of human drivers.  Autonomous trucks can do work in many places and even do across the USA driving.  
These vehicles don’t have to sleep, take bathroom breaks or stop for food.  There will be openings for “final mile” drivers 
however.  Millions pf professional drivers will lose their jobs.  But it is not all bad. You will be able to send your kids to 
school with the car, and read while on the way to work and car insurance rates may go down, and elderly can just get in 
their car and tell it where they want to go. And handicapped folks can let the car take them where ever they need to go. 
So it is not all bad news. 

Get your pizza from the autonomous delivery van 
Place your credit card in the slot on the pizza van (or other delivery item)  and a compartment will open with our items. 
No tipping needed.  And no more drivers robbed. 

Autonomous Drones and airplanes 
There is a big future for drones everything from taking pictures anywhere, going into burning buildings, to delivering 
packages or mail and walking the dog.  Fire fighting, police work, soldier work and more. Autonomous and airplanes 

could deliver freight or passengers.  Autonomous blimps could carry huge loads safely. 
Retail future 

You have already seen the self service cash-out stations and soon there will be inventory and stocking robots, and floor 
cleaning robots.  But how about hardware store workers.  Lowes is trying out a hardware worker robot who you can ask 
a question of and it has the built in knowledge of an experienced hardware store manager.  You can show it an item and 



ask if the store has any and it can tell you how many are in stock and take you to the location.  You can ask it hardware 
and do it yourself questions and it can answer the most common questions. 

Fast food future 
The kiosks are coming as well as automated drink filling machines and burger and fry making machines.  There will be 
machines that make all of the most commonly ordered items   And these machines will work 24/7 without pay or breaks. 

Police work and soldiers 
If you saw I-Robot or Robo-Cop you see a dystopian future but already bomb robots disarm bombs and other robots are 
sent in to dangerous locations such as in places a human would risk his life going into.  If a robot can disarm a bomb it 
may be able to disarm a terrorist or at least neutralize  or a group of them without loss of policemen. 

Gorts 
In the old 1950s movie “The Day The Earth Stood Still” People from other worlds sent a visitor who came in peace to 
warn earthlings that they had better stop their senseless violence and that they would not be allowed to threaten other 
planets peoples.  This peaceful visitor was shot. A big antiviolence robot named Gort then neutralized the weapons and 
persons who were threatening the visitor.  Some have proposed that we build some Gorts who could neutralize 
gunmen.   

But bots and robots will never do my job! 
You may be right but there are already bots and robots that do discovery lawyer work, lay bricks, lay cement, dig tunnels 
for mass transit, write music, draw pictures and make portrait sketches, take inventory, route mail, paint walls, scrub 
floors, vacuum floors, sweep parking lots.  Soon you will see a snow blower robot. Japan has companion robots for ill 
persons, elderly, baby sitters, and sexual partners.  There are receptionists robots who have been given artificial 
intelligence and have been trained to answer the most common questions.  Microsoft made a customer service bot with 
artificial intelligence and training from the most experienced workers.  AT&T bought into it and it proved so good one 
can hardly tell the difference between it and a real person.  If you ask her for a date she will just politely say “Sorry sir 
that is not in my job description.”  The result is that AT&T is now laying off hundreds of workers.  And there are bots that 
can do office work. 
  A lot of people in Fraser will be put out of work by Bots and machines. Predictions say that 40-60% of current jobs will 
be automated.  So what happens when all of these people lose their jobs.  In past years they just went out and found 
new jobs. But this time it is different this bot automation is replacing thousands of jobs but creating very few new jobs.  
Are they going to have to go on welfare?  We cannot support half of the population on welfare.  Corporations are going 
to use bots because they can maximize their profits. They are not going to be creating new jobs.  So the government will 
either have to create jobs or we will need to establish a basic income for all. 
     One way to create a basic income for all would be to install solar panels on public land.  We could use almost free 
prison labor to do this meanwhile training people so that when they get out they will be able to support themselves.  
The Earth gets many times more energy every day than we use and it is free. The solar panels last over 25 years and are 
virtually maintenance free. We can sell this free energy and divide the profits up with an equal share to every citizen.  
That would give everyone a basic income.  No more need for welfare.  And everyone would be free to work as many 
hours as they wish, or not work as they choose.  For those selecting fewer working hours there would be much more 
time to enjoy the things they enjoy doing.  Sounds like a win win for everyone except for stockholders in the few electric 
companies who would like to keep hogging the profits and ripping us off.  Still it is a win win for virtually everyone. 


